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German Armies, which stood in need of transference
of large forces from the eastern wing, was a decisive
obstacle to any extensive operations of this nature» A
rumour, current at First Army Headquarters, that it
might be intended that the Army should later come in
behind the French and British Armies by advancing
across the line Lower Seine-Dreux-Etampes, was set
aside as baseless, in view of the hopeless inadequacy
for such a purpose of the forces of the German western
wing. Besides, troops would have to be retained for
a position of observation north-east to north-west,
covering Paris, and an endless line of communications
would have to be guarded.
Towards the end of August and beginning of September
the First Army Commander had considered that a
restraining influence might have been exercised with
advantage by the Supreme Command, with a view to
a more coherent strategy. A pause in the operations
would give time for a rest, time for the arrival of several
divisions from Lorraine, time for the occupation of the
Marne district, and time for a real investment of Paris
from the right banks of the Seine and the Marne, in-
cluding an artillery bombardment of the north-eastern
front of Paris with all the heavy artillery of the First
Army, and as much of that of the Second Army as
could be got up. As soon as the Armies had re-
organized and recuperated, and strong forces arrived
from Lorraine, and when all active units on the lines
of communication had been relieved by LandweJir and
Landsturm troops, and the brigade from Brussels was
back with its corps, then a war of movement could
reasonably be begun again. The enemy, of course,
would likewise be able to recover again, and bring
up reinforcements, and also gain a greater freedom of

